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WOMEN ARTISTS 
Italian, Dutch, German, French, Venezuelan, American 

1552 - PRESENT! 
(Shown above:  1.  Alma Thomas  2.  Miriam Schapiro  3.  Marisol Escobar) 

  

      
Judith Leyster - Portrait              Rachel Ruysch - Still Life 

 

     
 Rosa Bonheur - Animals            Kathe Kollwitz - Etching 



 
A Summary of Featured Women Artists: 
 
 
Women have been involved in the creation of art since the beginning of time.  However, the recognition of 
women’s contributions to the art world has historically been lacking.  This month’s study of women artists 
includes twelve artists throughout time – from the Renaissance to the present day – whose works provide 
a brief insight into the broad spectrum of women artists.  By highlighting different time periods, different 
nationalities, and a range of media, GRACE Art presents an overview of these important contributors.  
From their inspiration and training - to their barriers to entry and delayed recognition - to their continuing 
influence on today’s artists, these women deserve credit not only in history, but in a marketplace where 
their work is often under-represented and undervalued. 
 
 
Lavinia Fontana (Italian, 1552 – 1614) 
Portrait artist from the 16

th
 century.   Also gained recognition as the first woman to create paintings for 

large public places, like churches. 
 
Judith Leyster (Dutch, 1609-1670) 
An expert at painting still-lifes, genre paintings, and portraits.  Focused more on depicting reality rather 
than idealized beauty. 
 
Maria Sibylla Merian (German, 1647-1717) 
Combined her interest in art and science to create paintings and books of plants and insects.  Made 
important contributions to both art and science. 
 
Rachel Ruysch (Dutch, 1664-1750) 
Created still-lifes of fruit and flowers.  Known for asymmetrical composition, contrasts, and her depiction 
of subjects’ textures. 
 
Rosa Bonheur (French, 1822-1899) 
Realistically painted animals like deer, oxen, sheep, horses, and dogs, as well as scenes of country life.  
She also ran an art school for young women, which was against the social norm of her time. 
 
Berthe Morisot (French, 1841-1895) 
Created impressionist paintings of domestic scenes, portraits, and landscapes.  Motherhood was a 
repeated subject in her paintings. 
 
Kathe Kollwitz (German, 1867-1945) 
An expressionist painter, printmaker, and sculptor.  Greatly inspired by her empathy for the less fortunate, 
she based her work on observation and realism, creating dramatic etchings, woodcuts, and lithographs. 
 
Alma Thomas (American, 1891-1978) 
A color field painter, created works similar to mosaics.  The first graduate of Howard University’s art 
department, she was also an art educator, teaching in Washington, DC, and offering art classes to 
disadvantaged youth.  She was the first African American woman to have a solo show at the Whitney 
Museum of American Art in New York, and displayed some of her artwork at the White House. 
 
Lois Mailou Jones (American, 1905-1998) 
Multi-faced artist, including textile designer, Fauvist inspired landscape artist, and cubist inspired abstract 
artist.  She also painted cityscapes, still-lifes, and portraits.  Educated at Howard University (where she 
was later a professor), Columbia University, and Harvard University. 
 
Miriam Schapiro (American, 1923-    ) 
Schapiro is known as one of the most influential artists from the feminist movement.  Noted for creating a 
new approach to making collages.  Known as “femmages,” they are a combination of collage, assemblage, 
decoupage, and photomontage.  She also used traditional women’s techniques such as sewing, hooking, 
embroidery, quilting, piercing, and appliquéing to create her artwork. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Helen Frankenthaler (American, 1928-    ) 
An abstract expressionist painter, she developed a new approach to creating her artwork, called stain 
painting (the paint soaks through the canvas rather than remaining on the surface).  The stain painting 
technique was very innovative and continues to influence other artists. 
 
Marisol (Escobar) (French/Venezuelan, 1930-    ) 
Marisol is most known for creating sculptural portraits.  She creates these sculptures using power tools 
and axes to combine wood with plaster casts, and then paints the figures.  She also uses found objects, 
such as pieces of wood, plastic, glass, leather and fabric.  She often adds humor to her art, creating social 
and political satirical sculptures. 

 

    
Alma Thomas - Mosaic                  Miriam Schapiro - Collage 
 
 

      
Marisol Escobar - Sculpture     Helen Frankenthaler - Stain Painting 
        
 

For more on Women Artists: 
 
Washington, DC is the home of the National Museum of Women in the Arts 
(www.nmwa.org), located at 1250 New York Avenue, NW.  Their mission: 

The National Museum of Women in the Arts brings recognition to the achievements of women artists of all periods and 
nationalities by exhibiting, preserving, acquiring, and researching art by women and by teaching the public about their 
accomplishments.  

http://www.nmwa.org/


 

Local art 

 Fontana 

National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - Holy Family with St. John; Portrait of a 
Noblewoman 

Leyster 

            National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - The Concert 

            National Gallery of Art (DC) - Self-Portrait 

            Philadelphia Museum of Art (PA) - The Last Drop 

Merian 

National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) – Dissertation in Insect Generations 
and Metamorphosis in Surinam                                             

Ruysch 

National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC)- Flowers in a Vase; Roses, Convolvulus, Poppies 
and Other Flowers in an Urn on a Stone Ledge 

Bonheur 

            National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - Sheep by the Sea 

Morisot 

            National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - The Cage; Lake at Bois de Boulogne 

 National Gallery of Art (DC) - In the Dining Room; The Artist’s Sister at a Window; Girl Picking 
Cherries 

            Philadelphia Museum of Art (PA) - Christ on the Sea of Galilee; The Harbor at Lorient 

            The Metropolitan Museum of Art (NY) - Young Woman Knitting; Young Woman Seated on Sofa 

Kollwitz 

Museum of Modern Art (NY) - March of the Weavers; The Volunteers; The Mothers; The 
Widow; Help Russia 

            National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - Uprising; Self-Portrait; After the Battle 

            Maier Museum of Art @ Randolf-Macon Woman’s College (VA) - Girl Praying 

             



Thomas 

            National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - Iris, Tulips, Jonquils and Crocuses; Orion 

            National Gallery of Art (DC) - Red Rose Cantata 

            The Phillips Collection (DC) - Breeze Rustling Through Fall Flowers 

            Hirshorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) - Sky Light; Oriental Garden Concerto; Watusi 

Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) - Antares; Aquatic Gardens; Arboretum Presents 
White Dogwood; Atmospheric Effects I 

Jones 

            National Museum of Women in the Arts (DC) - Ode to Kinshasa; Arreau hautes Pyrenees 

            Howard University (DC) - Lulu Vere Childers 

            The Phillips Collection (DC) 

            Hirshorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) - Challenge-America 

            Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) - Les Fetiches 

 Frankenthaler 

            National Gallery of Art (DC) - Freefall; Wales 

            The Phillips Collection (DC) - Canyon 

            Hirshorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) - Basque Beach; Moving Day; Indian Summer 

            Museum of Modern Art (NY) - Savage Breeze; Jacob’s Ladder 

            Smithsonian American Art Museum (DC) - Blessings of the Fleet; Cedar Hill; Desert Pass 

Marisol 

            Hirshorn Museum and Sculpture Garden (DC) - Untitled 

            Museum of Modern Art (NY) - Paris Review 

            National Gallery of Art (DC) - The Kiss; Papagallo 

            Art museum of the Americas (DC) 

National Statuary Hall (DC) 

Schapiro 

            1525 Wilson Blvd, Arlington, VA - Anna and David 
 

 


